
ASMR Members Visit Frisco to See 

Museum of the American Railroad 
     On Saturday, May 14, an ASMR group traveled to 
Frisco, to visit the Museum of the American Railroad.  
Formerly known as the Age of Steam Museum, it was 
situated in Fair Park in Dallas for many years.  About 
three years ago it was forced from that location after 
a contentious relationship with the City of Dallas 
ended in the loss of its lease.  Thanks to the help of 
many generous donors, and great work by the BNSF 
Railroad and a huge group of volunteers, the massive 
museum collection was successfully relocated to a 
new home in Frisco, about 40 miles north of Dallas.  
Funds are currently being raised for an impressive 
new museum building, but for now, it is operating in 
conjunction with the Frisco Heritage Center. 
     Before the tour, club members enjoyed a meal at 
the Depot Café in Frisco, where they were able to 
admire many historic signs, photos, and other items 
on display at the restaurant.  From there they drove 
to the museum and were met by its Director of 
Programs & Services, John Garbutt.  He introduced 
them to a team of knowledgeable volunteers who 
escorted them on a special, “up close and personal,” 
tour of the rolling stock. 

   
Above :   John Garbutt (Right) welcomes ASMR members before 
starting their “hands-on” tour of the museum’s rolling stock.  
                                                                  Photo by Ken Riediger                                              
     Although only scheduled for an hour, the tour 
lasted nearly double that, as members walked inside 
coaches and around freight cars, and climbed 
through steam, electric and diesel locomotives – 
something not normally permitted to visitors, but 
allowed this time for the ASMR group. 
     The “crown jewel” of the MARR’s collection is 
undoubtedly steam locomotive #4018, a Union 
Pacific 4-8-8-4 “Big Boy.”  Twenty-five of these giants 
were built from 1941-43, but only eight still survive.  
The museum also has another massive UP engine, 
“Centennial” diesel #6913, built in 1969 and named to 

commemorate the 100
th
 Anniversary of the 

completion of the transcontinental railroad.  
Essentially two GP units on one frame, #6913 makes 
the MARR one of only a handful of museums that 
have one of UP’s largest steam locomotives AND 
one of the largest diesel units ever built. 

 
Above:  The ASMR tour group  included (kneeling, L/R) Jeff 
Cowen and Dusty Garison, and (back row, L/R) Helen and Ken 
England, Alex Wold, Cecil Walston, Mel Herweck, Ken Riediger, 
and Scott Fritz.  Cecil’s nephew Kyle Smith (not pictured) met the 
group in Frisco, and also went on the tour.   Photo by MARR staff   
     After touring the outdoor rail yard, members 
returned to the Frisco Heritage Center to see indoor 
exhibits related to Frisco’s railroad heritage and the 
town’s general history.  After the museum visit, they 
stopped by Discount Hobbies in Addison for some 
shopping before making the trip back home.   
     Everyone seemed to really enjoy the special 
“hands-on” tour of so much impressive historic 
railroad equipment, and the hospitality of John 
Garbutt and the MARR volunteers.                   DG 
 

ASMR Provides Train Display for 

Hobby Town’s First Anniversary 
     Several ASMR members were on hand to help 
Hobby Town celebrate its one-year anniversary in 
Abilene.  Ken Riediger, Ken England, Scott Fritz and 
Dusty Garison went to the 1917 Industrial Blvd. store 
location on May 6 to set up the club’s 8’ x 12’ double-
track HO modular layout.   
     The next day, those members, along with Cecil 
Walston, Mel Herweck, and Alex Wold, ran trains and 
visited with the public about model railroading and 
Abilene’s railroad history and heritage. 
     Dusty ran a pair of T&P locomotives part of the 
time on Saturday, much to the delight of several older 
visitors who remembered the “fallen flag” railroad 
from days gone by.  Several younger visitors were 
especially interested in the caboose at the end of the 
train.  They had never seen such a thing because it’s 
been more than three decades since cabooses went 
out of service on most railroads.  Members were kept 
busy answering all kinds of questions about prototype 
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railroad equipment, DCC operation, building scenery, 
and other train-related topics. 

 
Above:  Dusty Garison (red shirt) runs trains on ASMR’s portable 
HO-scale layout while (L to R) Rudy Fernandez, Cecil Walston and 
Mel Herweck observe the action.             Photo by Ken Riediger       
     ASMR extends warm “Congratulations!” to Mike 
Perkins and his entire Hobby Town staff on their First 
Anniversary, and appreciates being part of their 
special event.  We wish them many happy returns 
and continued success.                                   DG 
 

Dusty Garison Book Review 

Zephyr: Tracking A Dream 

Across America  (by Henry Kisor) 
     Some railroad books serve as travelogues, 
describing places and sights you’ll see as you glide 
past.  Some are memoirs with fascinating stories told 
by railroad crews about events and people they’ve 
encountered during their careers.  And some capture 
the “romance of the rails,” helping you experience the 
lure of travel and the yearning for new horizons so 
well you can almost feel the cars rocking back and 
forth.  In Zephyr: Tracking a Dream Across 
America, author Henry Kisor manages to do all 
three!  
     The “California Zephyr” is one of America’s most 
legendary passenger trains, ranking up there with the 
“20

th
 Century Limited,” the “Super Chief,” and the 

“City of New Orleans,” for capturing the public’s 
attention and imagination. 
     Kisor doesn’t waste much time detailing the train’s 
famous history; instead, he starts at Chicago, with 
Amtrak, and tells you what you’ll experience for the 
entire journey to the San Francisco Bay area. Along 
the way, he shares stories from the crews that help to 
make the trip fascinating and delightful. 
     A retired newspaper writer, Kisor has also written 
several other books, both fiction and nonfiction. 
Originally printed in 1994, this book was updated in 
2012 and 2015. The author uses the geography of 
the trip to help him tell the story, starting in the 
Midwest, traversing the Rockies, and finally arriving 
at the Pacific Coast.  He brings a railfan’s perspective 
as he tells about the locomotives and equipment, but 

also has a storyteller’s gift as he relates colorful 
anecdotes the crews shared with him. 
     You’ll hear from everyone on the train – including 
the chef in the diner, the conductor in the coach, the 
sleeping car attendant, and the engineer – with 
comments ranging from tips on cooking on a moving 
train, to whispered gossip about secret romantic 
interludes, medical emergencies, stories from the 
cab, and more.  What emerges is the narrative of a 
trip you can’t wait to make for yourself, and one 
you’re sorry to see end. 
     Zephyr is not what I’d call a “quick” read; it took 
me a few dozen pages to get used to Kisor’s style of 
writing.  But I’m glad I did, and I heartily recommend 
this book to anyone who enjoys trains, good stories, 
and meeting interesting people.                           DG 
 

 ASMR Meeting HighlightsASMR Meeting HighlightsASMR Meeting HighlightsASMR Meeting Highlights    
      President Ken Riediger opened the May 7 
meeting at 10:00 a.m..  Acting Sec’y Dusty Garison’s 
Apr. 2 minutes, and Treas. Ken England’s report 
showing a total asset balance of $7,186.21 were both 
approved. 
     Ben Diamond mentioned some power and track 
problems on the club layout.  Ken E. said seven 
members are late on dues, and he has sent letters to 
three of them.  Ken R. said his next home layout Ops 
Session will be May 21.  Dusty G. reported on final 
arrangements for the club trip to Frisco’s railroad 
museum on May 14.  He stressed the need for those 
going to let him know for certain so advance tickets 
can be purchased.   
     Ken R. discussed ASMR’s 25

th
 Anniversary Open 

House event on April 9, including the good media 
coverage by KTXS-TV, and two VIP visitors – former 
Mayor Gary McCaleb and Abilene C of C President 
Doug Peters.  Councilman Bruce Kreitler sent a letter 
apologizing for not attending.  Ken E. said he will 
send a thank you letter to Mr. Peters. 
     Members noted that Jim G. hasn’t scheduled the 
second quarter “Easter Egg” Ops Session yet, but he 
has updated the club’s trifold brochures.  Members 
Ken R., Scott F. and Dusty G. will set up a layout 
display and run trains for Abilene Hobby Town’s 1st 
Anniversary event on May 7.  Ken E. said the trip to 
Jim Norwood’s layout is postponed indefinitely. 
     Scott Fritz said he is working on updates to the 
club’s web site.  Alex Wold offered $40 for the club’s 
small N-scale layout, and Mel Herweck offered $40 
for an HO-scale Pennsy GG-1 and ten passenger 
cars.  All are surplus items, and members voted to 
accept both offers.  Ben D. suggested that members 
pay more attention to resetting mainline switches 
properly and returning rolling stock to where it came 
from.  All agreed.  Cecil W. asked about getting 
lighting and animation effects on the layout working.  
Jim Frankenfeld said he would repair club rolling 
stock with issues if “bad order” repair cards were 
available and filled out identifying problems.  The 
meeting closed at 10:47.  Next meeting is June 4.   


